
Biography Thomaskantor Prof. Andreas Reize 

Andreas Reize, who grew up in Solothurn (Switzerland), began his musical journey as a 

member of the Singknaben der St. Ursen-Kathedrale Solothurn, the oldest boys’ choir in 

Switzerland. He pursued extensive musical studies in church music, organ, piano pedagogy, 

harpsichord, as well as choral and orchestral conducting, receiving training in Bern, Zurich, 

Lucerne, Basel, and Graz. His years studying with Johannes Prinz in Vienna and Graz paved 

the way for his development. Equally important were his encounters with Nikolaus 

Harnoncourt, a pioneer of the original sound movement, during internships at the Zurich Opera 

House and the Styriarte Graz. 

From 2007 to 2021, Andreas Reize directed the Singknaben der St. Ursen-Kathedrale 

Solothurn, and from 2011 to 2021, he also directed the Zurich Bach Choir and the Gabrielichor 

Bern. Two CDs, “Now sleeps the crimson petal” and “Sing a cappella!”, were released with the 

Singknaben on the Rondeau Production Leipzig label in 2016 and 2018. The Christmas CD 

received an award from the American Choral Association. 

Andreas Reize founded the cantus firmus vocal ensemble and consort in 2001 and the cantus 

firmus chamber choir in 2006. Since 2006, he has served as music director of Oper Schloss 

Waldegg, a biennial opera production staged at the historic Schloss Waldegg in Switzerland.  

The two recordings of the productions of “Le Devin du Village” and “Apollo e Dafne” have been 

released on CD by the German label cpo. The Monteverdi trilogy with “Orfeo” in 2017 and “Il 

ritorno d'Ulisse in Patria” in 2019 concluded with “L'incoronazione di Poppea” in 2021. The 

complete recording of the Naples version was released in summer 2022 by Rondeau 

Production Leipzig and was nominated for the German Record Critics' Award and for the Opus 

Klassik award. Andreas Reize has been conducting a cycle of operas by Jean-Philippe 

Rameau at Waldegg Castle since 2023: “Platée” in 2023 will be followed by “Hippolyte et 

Aricie” in August 2025. In 2019 and 2021, Andreas Reize stood at the podium of the Theater 

Biel-Solothurn and realized “Dido and Aeneas” by Henry Purcell and “Zaïs” by Jean-Philippe 

Rameau with great success. 

In August 2021, Andreas Reize was appointed Thomaskantor in Leipzig, becoming the 18th 

successor to Johann Sebastian Bach, a position of international renown. Andreas Reize 

performs a Bach cantata every week with the Thomanerchor and the Gewandhausorchester 

Leipzig in the motets and church services at St. Thomas Church and is responsible for the 

choir's concerts and oratorio performances. As a guest conductor, he has led concerts with 

the Akademie für Alte Musik Berlin, the Konzerthausorchester Berlin, the Orchestra of the 

“Gaechinger Cantorey” and the Finnish Baroque Orchestra. Since March 2022, he has been 

leading a choral conducting class at the Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy University of Music and 

Theater Leipzig, where he was appointed honorary professor in December 2023.  

He regularly performs with the Thomanerchor in music centers worldwide and at festivals in 

Germany and abroad. At the Leipzig Bach Festival 2023, he conducted the 

Gewandhausorchester with the Thomanerchor in the grand gala concert “A tribute to Bach” 

with Lang Lang and Daniel Hope, among others (Deutsche Grammophon, ARTE Concert and 

3SAT 2023; also released on DVD/Blu-ray Disc). 

In 2022, Andreas Reize conducted the Thomaner's tour abroad to Finland, in 2023 a major 

tour with Bach's Christmas Oratorio and Christmas cantatas. In addition, there were television 

and CD productions with the Christmas Oratorio, the Mass in B minor and the St. Matthew and 

St. John Passions by Johann Sebastian Bach. The debut CD with the Mass in B minor was 

released in time for the Bachfest 2023, the recording with the Christmas Carol Evening 

followed in October 2023. Andreas Reize recorded the first version of Bach's St. John Passion 

from 1724 with a small ensemble of the Thomanerchor and the Akademie für Alte Musik Berlin 



according to the current state of musicology. The recording was nominated for the 2024 

German Record Critics' Award. In 2024, he made his debut with Haydn's “Creation” at the 

Philharmonie Berlin. During the 2024/25 season, Andreas Reize made his debut at the Leipzig 

Opera, conducting Johann Christian Bach’s Amadis – der Ritter. 

Short biography of Thomaskantor Prof. Andreas Reize  

Andreas Reize, who grew up in Solothurn (Switzerland), began his musical journey as a 

member of the Singknaben der St. Ursen-Kathedrale Solothurn, the oldest boys’ choir in 

Switzerland. He pursued extensive musical studies in church music, organ, piano pedagogy, 

harpsichord, as well as choral and orchestral conducting, receiving training in Bern, Zurich, 

Lucerne, Basel, and Graz. 

From 2007 to 2021, Andreas Reize directed the Singknaben der St. Ursen-Kathedrale 

Solothurn, and from 2011 to 2021, he also directed the Zurich Bach Choir and the Gabrielichor 

Bern.  

Andreas Reize founded the cantus firmus vocal ensemble and consort in 2001 and the cantus 

firmus chamber choir in 2006. Since 2006, he has served as music director of Oper Schloss 

Waldegg, a biennial opera production staged at the historic Schloss Waldegg in Switzerland. 

In 2019 and 2021, Andreas Reize conducted at the theater Biel-Solothurn. 

In August 2021, Andreas Reize was appointed Thomaskantor in Leipzig, becoming the 18th 

successor to Johann Sebastian Bach, a position of international renown. As part of the 

traditional motets and church services at St. Thomas Church, Andreas Reize collaborates 

weekly with the Thomanerchor and the Gewandhausorchester Leipzig to perform Bach 

cantatas and is responsible for the choir’s concerts and oratorio performances. Since March 

2022, he has led a class in choral conducting at the Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy University 

of Music and Theater Leipzig, where he was appointed honorary professor for choral 

conducting in December 2023. 

He regularly performs with the Thomanerchor in music centers around the world and at 

festivals in Germany and abroad. He has recorded television and CD productions, featuring 

Johann Sebastian Bach’s Christmas Oratorio, Mass in B minor, St. Matthew Passion, St. John 

Passion, and the “Christmas Carol Evening”. During the 2024/25 season, Andreas Reize made 

his debut at the Leipzig Opera, conducting Johann Christian Bach’s Amadis – der Ritter. 
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