
 
THOMANERCHOR Leipzig  

The THOMANERCHOR Leipzig is one of the oldest cultural institutions in the world, with a history 
spanning more than 800 years. The origins of the THOMANERCHOR Leipzig date back to 1212, when 
the Augustinian monastery of St. Thomas in Leipzig was established. Emperor Otto IV officially 
confirmed the foundation of the Augustinian monastery of St. Thomas, initiated by Margrave Dietrich the 
Oppressed of Meissen, Germany. The monastery included a convent school initially designed to educate 
young clerics. Over time, the school expanded to admit boys from outside the monastery. From the 
outset, liturgical singing played a central role in the curriculum, preparing students to perform in 
numerous weekly church services. 
Leipzig gained prominence as a musical and cultural hub in the years following the Reformation in 1539, 
with the THOMANERCHOR Leipzig playing a central role under the leadership of distinguished 
Thomaskantors (Cantors of St. Thomas). 
The THOMANERCHOR Leipzig is devoted to preserving Musica Sacra. Johann Sebastian Bach, who 
served as Thomaskantor from June 1, 1723, until his death on July 28, 1750, remains at the heart of the 
choir’s repertoire. In addition to Bach’s works, the choir performs music from all eras of history, from 
Gregorian chants to contemporary compositions. This diversity and artistic range can be seen in 
numerous audiovisual productions. 
The choir rehearses daily to prepare for its regular motets (a form of musical church service) held on 
Fridays (6 p.m.) and Saturdays (3 p.m.), as well as Sunday church services (9:30 a.m.) at St. Thomas 
Church in Leipzig. These services attract over 3,500 listeners each week. On Saturdays, the choir 
frequently performs cantatas by Johann Sebastian Bach, accompanied by the Gewandhausorchester 
Leipzig and vocal soloists. The organist and pastors of St. Thomas also contribute to these motets and 
services. 
In the 20th century, the THOMANERCHOR Leipzig began touring internationally, enhancing its 
reputation as one of the world’s leading boys’ choirs. Today, the choir is a celebrated fixture in the 
German and European music scene and serves as a cultural ambassador for the city of Leipzig on the 
global stage. Its concert tours have taken the choir to North and South America, the Middle East, East 
Asia, and Australia. 
The choir members, known as Thomaner, live, learn, and rehearse in the Thomas-Alumnat, a boarding 
school. Their academic education, which covers grades 5 to 12, is offered by the St. Thomas School, a 
secondary school just across the street. Younger Thomaners (grade 4) attend special classes at the 
Anna Magdalena Bach School, a primary school run by the City of Leipzig, or the Forum Thomanum 
Primary School, situated on the Forum Thomanum campus. 
On December 18, 2020, Andreas Reize was elected Thomaskantor and artistic director of the 
THOMANERCHOR Leipzig by the Leipzig City Council. Officially assuming his position on September 
11, 2021, Reize became the 18th successor to Johann Sebastian Bach. 
 
For further information visit www.THOMANERCHOR.de  

List of all Thomaskantors: 

The line of famous Thomaskantoren was opened by Georg Rhau, who was head of the choir when the 
famous disputation of Leipzig between Martin Luther and Johannes Eck in 1519 took place. At first the 
cantors changed frequently, still Sethus Calvisius remained Thomaskantor for over 20 years (1594–
1615). He was succeeded by Johann Hermann Schein (1616–1630), Tobias Michael (1631–1657), 
Sebastian Knüpfer (1657–1676), Johann Schelle (1677–1701), Johann Kuhnau (1701–1722) and 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1723–1750). On 30 May 1723 Bachs inauguration cantata was performed. On 
1 June 1723 he was introduced as Thomaskantor which he stayed to his death on 28 July 1750. He was 
followed by Gottlob Harrer (1750–1755), Johann Friedrich Doles (1756–1789), Johann Adam Hiller 
(1789–1800), August Eberhard Müller (1801–1810), Johann Gottfried Schicht (1810–1823), Christian 
Theodor Weinlig (1823–1842), Moritz Hauptmann (1842–1868), Ernst Friedrich Richter (1868–1879), 
Wilhelm Rust (1880–1892), Gustav Schreck (1893–1917), Karl Straube (1918–1939), Günther Ramin 
(1940–1956), Kurt Thomas (1957–1960), Erhard Mauersberger (1961–1972), Hans-Joachim Rotzsch 
(1972–1991), Georg Christoph Biller (1992–2015), Gotthold Schwarz (2016-2021) and currently 
Andreas Reize. 

http://www.thomanerchor.de/

